
Newsmaker: Meryl Streep
CNN is reporting that Catherine Zeta-Jones turns 40 this month.  The report is in the context of questioning whether there’s a place for women over 40 in show business.  The answer, according to their experts, remains debatable.  Indeed, we are reminded of Goldie Hawn’s line in First Wives Club (1996) that “There are only three ages for women in Hollywood: babe, district attorney, and ‘Driving Miss Daisy.’” http://edition.cnn.com/2009/SHOWBIZ/09/11/ turning.40.in.hollywood/ 

As against that, latimes.com is reporting that “Meryl Streep’s got legs.”  http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-et-streep12-2009sep12, 0,3927715.story   “After years of critical acclaim, she is finally winning wide popularity and box office gold, at the age of 60. Her last nine movies have taken in almost $1.2 billion worldwide.”  Id.  Among those movies, The Devil Wears Prada, Mama Mia!, and Lions for Lambs — which collectively offer a glimpse of Streep’s wide range.  Julie and Julia, in which Streep plays Julia Child, is in theatres now, and December will bring It’s Complicated to the big screen.  
It’s Complicated puts Streep’s character in the middle of a love triangle involving her ex-husband, played by Alec Baldwin, and her architect, played by Steve Martin.  The trailer reflects an engaging movie that understands that neither life nor good movies end with the first wrinkle.  http://www.imdb.com/video/imdb/vi3275489817/ 
Meryl Streep was born Mary Louise Streep on June 22, 1949 in New Jersey.  The first of three children, she “was extremely serious about music as a child . . . .”  Variety.com biography.  “By high school, shedding her braces and a dark-haired, bespectacled appearance, she willed herself into a dynamic, blonde-haired social butterfly . . . ultimately becoming [a] homecoming queen.”  Id.  “Her mother devised the shortened version of her name, and ‘Meryl’ was christened.”  Id.  

Streep earned a B.A. in Drama at Vassar College and then a Master of Fine Arts from the Yale School of Drama.  After Yale, she worked in theater before moving into film.  Early on, she took a small role in The Deer Hunter (1978) to be near her fiancée John Cazale, who was suffering from bone cancer that proved fatal.  The Deer Hunter brought Streep a nomination for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress.  
The next year Streep won that award for her role in Kramer v. Kramer (1979).  Later, she won the Academy Award for Best Actress for Sophie’s Choice (1982).  To date, Streep has been nominated for an Academy Award more than a dozen times, including for Silkwood (1983), Out of Africa (1985), Postcards from the Edge (1990), and The Bridges of Madison County (1995).  She has also been nominated for a Golden Globe 23 times, and she has won 6.  Wikipedia.
Streep is dedicated to her craft, applying her talent and skill to a wide range of characters and settings.  Dustin Hoffman, Streep’s Kramer v. Kramer co-star, has said “She’s extraordinarily hardworking, to the extent that she’s obsessive.  I think that she thinks about nothing else but what she’s doing.”  Wikipedia.  
Need an accent mastered; maybe English or Polish?   She can do it.   Need a violin played?  No problem; she’ll just practice six hours a day for eight weeks.  Imdb.com.  Julia Child was 6’2”?  Well, then, the 5’6” Meryl Streep must be 6’2” for the role.  latimes.com (supra).
While dedicated to her work, she is not entirely consumed by it.  Streep has been married to sculptor Don Grummer since 1978 and they have four children together: Henry (Hank), Mary Willa (Mamie), Grace, and Louisa.  Streep has also made time for charity work.  Variety.  She is an accomplished woman, with many successes still ahead of her.

